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Lace -Beantown Faith in Action volunteer
those sneakergHORe Trolley will o o
and head over—= circulate receives as he g1ves
ing our Neighbors in Need
to Bethany thrOUghOUt ﬁ “l had previous|yvo|un_
Congregational Church tothe routes, offering rides to i ) teered for a similar program

support ISS’s 32nd Annual walkers who need a lift.
Walk, which will begin at The Bad Hats, back by
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, April popular demand, will pro-
23, 18 Spear Street, Quincyvide live music during the |§
Last year, walkers raisedpost-walk celebration. Mas- [

through Catholic Charities,”
says Petitti, who was paired
with “Stan” an elderly man
with physical limitations.
Petitti visited Stan regu-

almost $20,000, which helpssage therapists from Inte- larly, taking him to doctor’s
fund the agency’s programsgrated Massage Therapies Barbara Goodman and appointments, shopping, out
and services. ISS hopes tawvill offer complimentary volunteer Bob Petitti to eat, and even to the vot-

raise $30,000 this year.neck and shoulder massage. When Bob Petitti moved ing booth. When Stan was in
Walkers raising $50 or more There will also be clowns, to Braintree three years agothe hospital and nursing
in pledges will receive a tee-face painting, balloons, re-he volunteered for the Faithhome, Petitti visited him

shirt; the top fund-raisers infreshments, awards, andn Action program. there, and checked in on
each age category will beraffle prizes. Faith in Action pairs vol- Stan’s wife, who also has a
awarded medals. For information about unteers with clients who arevisitor through the program.

Walkers can choose ei-sponsorship, call ISS at 617yecovering from a mental ill- And when Stan died in Janu-
ther a family-fun 1-mile 773-6203. Registration ness, suffering from loneli- ary, Petitti was there at the

route or the 10K route to forms are available online at:ness or depression, or livingfuneral to offer comfort and
Hough's Neck and back. A InterfaithSocialServices.org with a physical disability. continued on page 2

Feed the Hungry event raises $56,000 for ISS programs

The 8" Annual Feed the Hungry sorships, silent auction, and a raffleone part stand up comic, delighted the
event at Lombardo’s in December wadlew this year was a live auction, feaerowd with his quick wit and humor.
a great success, netting $56,00fring Quincy’s own Dan Flynn as auc-The proceeds from the event support the
through ticket sales, donations, sportioneer. Flynn, one part auctioneer andital programs at ISS.

“We are most grateful to event co-
chairs Tom Williams and Paula
Second Annua’ Turkey D'p ralses $3100 Lombardo Colia and their committee

Despite cold, freezing rain, andla members who worked so hard to sell
boat ramp covered in ice, these haidytickets and gather auction and raffle
“turkeys” dipped into the North Rivef items,” says Laura Stracco, executive
on Thanksgiving morning—and thgy director. “We also extend our sincerest
had fun doing it. appreciation to Tiffanie Williams &

“Despite the awful¥ Company for making all the arrange-
weather conditions, ments. Tiffanie and her staff attended
had a great turn-ou to every detail, from the event's plan-
and | think everyon ning stage through its completion.”

First in, first out applies when the really enjoyed them The ballroom décor, provided by
water is this cold! selves,” says Moloy. Party by Designenhanced the ambi-

Fifteen-year-old Katharine Moloy want to thank everyonatharine Moloy ance for the rock and soul band, Five
did it again, even bigger and bettewho contributed something to the After Five. Once again, Lombardo’s
than last year. She organized 8ex- event. The dip is a great way to sjartprepared tasty hors d’oeurves and a de-
ond Annual Turkey Dimnd raised off Thanksgiving Day, and | look fO}— licious dinner for the 600 attendees.

$3,100 for Interfaith Social Servicesward to continuing the event foryeqars  “The money raised at Feed the
almost four times the $800 she raisetb come. | hope to see everyone agaiHungry goes a long way in supporting
in 2004! next year!” programs at ISS,” says Stracco.




Addictions counselor joins New Directions

Anne Donovan, former client, who told her he’s been
a licensed drug and “clean” for more than three years,
alcohol counselor, Donovan commented, “I choke up, eve
recently joined the today, because | know how preciousitis.
staff at New Direc- She believes that people use drud
tions Counseling.  or alcohol because of underlying pair
In addition to and emotional issues. “I take a holistig
more than 20 years approach, healing the entire person. W
experience counseling clients with drugvork to put the broken pieces togethe
and/or alcohol abuse problems, shputting them on a journey of recovery.’
brings an incredible passion and com- “We are very lucky to have Anne,”
mitment to her work. says Claire Hagan, RN, LMHC. “Her
“I like to help people heal the painexperience working with clients in re-
of the past and become whole,” sheovery will be invaluable, and will
says. “It's very gratifying.” complement the other specialties w
Describing a recent call from aoffer.”

Behind the scenes, Farrell is vital to ISS

Many have seen having computer, printer, telephone, o
Beverly Farrell’s copier difficulties. Farrell also handles
friendly smile at allinsurance billing for New Directions
ISS since 1995, Counseling.
when she was hired When asked about Farrell, agenc
as the agency’s director Laura Stracco commented, “
bookkeeper.

Since then, to detail, organization, efficiency, and
Farrell has assumed the role of officefimeliness. It is an absolute pleasure t
business manager extraordinaire, anslork with her.”
oversees the registration desk at many *“I have been with the agency now
of the agency’s fund-raising events. Shtor 11 years and watched the needs
negotiates with vendors, assuring thaiur clients grow. | am proud that ever

the agency receives the best availabtBough we are a small agency, we canTreasurer

price for products and services. Farrelthelp so many,” said Farrell of her ten
is quite savvy with technology, oftenure with ISS.
coming to the rescue of staff members

Faith in Action Volunteer receives as he gives

continued from page 1 the lives of their friends, and the re-
support for the family. wards are twofold: the clients’ lives are
Petitti, like other Faith in Action enriched, and the volunteers’ lives ar
volunteers, gains much more than has well.”
gives by participating in the program.  Faith in Action is always welcom-
“They [Stan and his wife] have been ang new volunteers, who will receive
blessing for me. They have touched myraining and support, and the opportu
life, and strengthened my faith. By visnity to use their unique talents and gifts
iting them, | have a much greater sens&ll volunteers are insured, and all par
of faith.” ticipants are carefully screened to hel
“Consistent acts of kindness andnsure a good match.

concern, like Bob Petitti’s, are the very  Please call Barbara Goodman at Edmund Kelley, Jr.

things that keep the Faith in Action pro4SS for information about becoming a
gram so successful,” says Barbaraolunteer or to refer someone who ma
Goodman, director. “Our volunteersneed help.

make such a significant difference in

am most impressed by Bev’s attention President
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Mission Statement
Interfaith Social Services, Inc
(ISS) is a private, non-profit agenc

| serving people of all faiths on th
" South Shore. ISS seeks to serve {
communities by strengthening fan
ily life and offering assistance t¢
anyone in need. ISS works to e
I sure that individuals and familie
have access to food, clothing ar
counseling.
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Shopping List
U peanut butter & jelly
U spaghetti &sauce

0 macaronj &cheese
U soup

Please put ISS on your shopping list

“It would be a great help if
supporters would re-
member us through-
out the year as well,”
says Lang. “If everyone
pitched in a little, it
would make a big differ-
ence for those we serve.”
Groups in the com-

Donations to
the Pantry She
at the end of last
year were tremendous
Groups from businesse
the community, schools
and houses of worship wer
above and beyond in the
generosity during the holida
season. . ’ ‘ munity may call Lang

“I'm always bowled ove to find out how they
by the response,” says Bettyanne can organize food drives to benefit
Lang, manager of material assistanc®antry Shelf clients.

“People are very generous.” Bring nonperishable items to the

The need for food donations is thé?antry, Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
same year round, yet donations duiand Saturday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. A
ing the rest of the year are not as highlways, monetary gifts and grocer
as during the holidays. store gifts certificates are appreciate

U canned tuna dneat
U rice

O baked beans
U canned vVeggies
0 canneqd fruit
L coffee & tea
[ bath Soap
U shanpoo & toiletries
] f§m'nine hygiene product

. I powdered ri

Homesafe program helps clients stay warm in the winter

As New Englanders were enjoying  “During this time, we provide mod-  “We have helped a number of
the region’s exceptional fall foliage dis-est help, a 50-gallon delivery to tidesingle parents, like Michelle, with three
plays, ISS clients began calling thehem over until they receive their seayoung children at home, or disabled in-
Homesafe program for emergency oitonal grant,” says Jan Stewart, managdividuals such as Patricia, who is
deliveries. The same cold night air reef financial assistance. housebound due to a stroke,” says
sponsible for the glorious colors is di- Just as the malls were becomin&tewart.
sastrous for low-income clients, whoserowded with holiday shoppers in  “With an income of $600 per
fuel assistance grants do not arrive ursearch of the perfect gift, demand at ISBionth, these families simply cannot
til after November 1. for fuel assistance was in full swing. afford an oil fill, nor can they lower the
thermostat during the day the way

Programs help prevent/end homelessness working parents can. But they often

Fresh Start works with individuals ~ Homesafe works tirelessly to helpMake heroic attempts to conserve heat,
or families who have recently been irprevent eviction, and may mean the difand are immensely grateful for the cru-
shelters and are making the transitioference between security and beconial emergency help we provide.”
to more permanent housing. It is ang homeless. “We help individuals 1SS has been working with Citizens
unique and welcome resource, sincaho have experienced a loss of incomgnergy program (Joe 4 Qil), taking ad-
such a move entails numerous exdue to unforeseen and life-alteringantage of their discounted oil stock
penses—household goods and first arelents, such as an automobile accidefhile it lasts, in order to stretch ISS
last month'’s rent, to name a few. Fundan unprovoked assault, or serious illfunds further. o
ing for such expenses is very scarce.ness,” says Stewart. “Their plight is _|SS continues helping with overdue

“Recently we provided grants tooften compounded by the need for editility payments, though at a slower
four men who each needed help transential healthcare purchases not coRace due to the winter moratorium—
itioning into a rooming house. Thisered by insurance.” when utility companies are prohibited
move is a milestone event, accom- Homesafe and Fresh Start ar&om shutting off service. “The demand
plished through hard work after muctfunded by donations from churches an@ill increase this spring, when utility
upheaval and deprivation,” say Jaindividuals and grants from founda-cOmpanies send out termination no-
Stewart, manager of financial assistions. Last year the programs helpeHCeS,” says Stewart. “Recent increases
tance. “Itis a privilege to be part of thismore than 210 clients remain in theif? 9as and electric rates will impact
process and to experience the joy arltomes, settle into new housing, olow-income families as never before.

renewed energy engendered by a frestupplement their heating and Iighting%/\/eare expect_ing asurge of requests and
start!” needs. engthy negotiations with the utilities.”
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The Career Closet opens doors
Interviews by their very nature areers care about them.”

that with issues of low-self esteem andeed for good qualit
not enough money to buy appropriatep-to-date clothing. Th
interview attire, and you could have &Career Closet is current|g
recipe for failure. accepting spring and surgs
For the past seven years, The Caner interview attire—
reer Closet has been providing interelean, pressed, and Oy
view attire for low-income women en-hangers—and accessori
tering or reentering the job market. such as belts, scarve
“We all feel better when dressedshoes and jewelry.
well, and that helps us project a better Volunteers to sort and
image. A nice outfit may make the dif-hang clothing, and heljg
ference in who gets hired and whavomen select outfits are
doesn’t,” says Bettyanne Lang, manalso needed.
ager of material assistance. “And the Call Lang at 617-773-6203 for
women are so grateful, not only for thenore information about ways to sup
clothing, but because they know othport the Career Closet.

The Bureau Drawer: A win-win for all

Everyone wins at the Bureaubirthdays, anniversaries, and season
Drawer Thrift Shop, where every dayevents are available at low cost.
is a sale day. Customers save money The Bureau Drawer sells a widg
when buying new or nearly new itemsyariety of items, including clothes and
and the revenue supports ISS’s praaccessories for the entire family, books,
grams. toys, games, jewelry, bric-a-brac

al .
IRev. Ann Rearick
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“The Bureau Drawer has been verglishes, antiques, small appliances, pe

busy,” says Cindy Lee, shop managesonal care products, and much more
“Customers purchased many fine “We appreciate your generous ta
sweaters, coats, and other warm, wirdeductible donations,” says Lee
ter clothing at bargain prices. “Please keep us in mind when you d

“During the holidays we had hun-your spring cleaning. We are now look
dreds of great home decorating itemmg for spring and summer clothes ir
in our boutique. The shop was so feggood, clean condition. We do not ac
tive and everything sold quickly.” cept yard- or rummage-sale leftoveryd.

Lee, an incredible asset to ISS, idlew merchandise arrives daily, so stop
very creative, offering periodic specialby and visit often!”
promotions, such as sales and raffles. The Bureau Drawer is open Wedl1

=

There are still some new, all occathrough Fri., 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., an
sion Hallmark greeting cards selling forSat., 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Donation
only 50 cents. Party supplies, such aare accepted every day.
hats, plates, and toys for grab bags for

D
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insurance claim

TIFFANIE WILLIAMS &9 CO.

public relations m advertising B web design B event planning

(617) 786-0010 » www.tiffaniewilliamsco.com

Need repairs resulting from an

We are general contractors
specializing in the insurance industry.

KrisLarsen, Ltd.
781-659-7678

Fax:

E-mail: larsen1191@aol.com

or help settling a claim?

781-659-4378




Message from the Executive Director

rival of my daughter, Ashley Irene, who  Plans are actively underway for the
was born on November 25. All are do32¥Annual South Shore Walk on Sun-
ing very well! day, April 23. (see page 1 for details)
| am most grateful to Bob Taylor, Wehope to have more walkers this year
who came back to ISS as acting execthan ever before. The walk offers routes
tive director while | was on maternitywith varied distances, so that families
leave. He will continue to be a familiarwith young children can actively par-
face around the agency as a fee-for-sdreipate. Post-walk activities include a
vice counselor, a hat that he has worbuffet lunch, great music, clowns, face
at the agency in the past. We will nevepainting, and a raffle. It will be a day
There have been many new addiet “Mr. T” truly retire! of fun for the whole family!
tions to the ISS family since our last We welcomed two new members, As always, on behalf of our clients,
newsletter. Bettyanne and Matti LangSusan Lydon and Tiffanie Williams, tol thank you for your continued support.
are proud grandparents to identicabur Board of Directors at our OctobeM/e constantly strive to reach out with
twins, Abigail Grace and Rebeccannual meeting. Both have been verkindness and compassion to those in
Paige. Una Armstrong welcomed heactive at ISS over the years, and we areed in our community. Thank you for
new baby girl, Sorche, on January @hrilled that they accepted the Board’snaking our programs possible.
and | am thrilled to announce the arnomination.

ISS Adopt a Family program cheers many

Last year, through the for the children in 150 areaand groups who open theirlevel of caring and giving.
generosity of many support-families. hearts to those in need,” say$lere are two letters, of
ers, ISS was able to make “This program is pos- Bettyanne Lang, manager ofmany, from clients that tell
what might have been verysible solely because of thematerial assistance. “I amin their own words, what this
bleak holidays a bit brighter generosity of the individuals continually amazed at theirprogram means to them.”

Laura E. Stracco

| just wanted to take a minute to thank you for your
RECENT GRANTS generosity. You have made a family with three children have
ISS is grateful for the generous a happy holiday. Without you, my children might not have
support from these foundations: gotten very much because | have Muscular Dystrophy and
HomeSafe program get very little money. It's tough. | really appreciate all that
you have done. Thank you very much and God Bless.
Eastern Bank Charitable Foundation $ 1,500 Toour Christmas Angss
SRS # S Just wanted to let you know how much your kindness
Frederick E. Weber Charities Corp. $ 5,000] and generosity means to our family. Your heart must be
Harold Brooks Foundation $10,000 made of gold! Without people like you in the world, where
Sovereign Bank Foundation $ 5,000 would we be. So from the bottom of our hearts, thank you!
May your holiday be filled with happiness. Without your
Fresh Start program help, there wouldn't be much of a Christmas for the kids.
Grace Brooks Foundation $ 5,000
GBO Hencock 5.|:|-|-| M=
The Pantry Shelf E:‘IIEI?II:F:_E |L.IIE I;;euu 5800 =, @

$ 1,250 FAX: {G17) 1280834

Copeland Family Foundation TOLL FREE: {888 2738780
E-MAIL: angela@®classh hamesne . oom

Project Bread $ 2,500*
ANGELA M. PONTE

* this grant was used for a much-needed computer Broker Associats
“four Houth Shore Specialis”

General Purpose Classic ?!GMAC

Affinity Service Corporation $1,000 Hemes

5



Save the Date for ISS’
sth Annual

Tournament

Mon., August 14, 2006
Tee-off: 1:00 p.m.

South Shore Country Club
Hingham, MA

Call Bettyanne at 617-773-6203
for information
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Join us after the WALK for a
Celebration ',

FOOD
AWARDS
PRIZES
Music o
CLOWNS JJ
FACE PAINTING
BALLOON ANIMALS®

in an Award!

Medals will be awarded to the walkers with
the most pledges collected in each age category.

see front page for details!

paisenbay a2inIas uin1ay
69120 VIN ‘Aouind
193118 swepy 50T

SHOIAMIS TVIOOS
HLIVIYT LN



